A history of Frog Racing



Part 1
Roberts Brothers of Gloucester

With acknowledgements and thanks to Malcolm J. Watkins.
Author of - Games-makers to the empire : Roberts Bros. of Gloucester, 1890 - 1957



The Frog Race party game was invented by Charles Frederick England a shipowners agent who patented it on 14t February
1901, with approval being given in February 1902. (Figure 1). It was manufactured by Roberts Brothers at their factory in
Upton Street, Gloucester (Figure 3) and sold under the name Uliggle Joggle’(Figures 2 & 4) which I assume was a reference to
the hand action required to propel the frogs forward. The game was on sale on or before 22" November 1902 as can be
seen from the advertisement in the Sheffield Daily Independent (Figure 2A).

The box lid design was changed circa 1914 as a result of the United States Tariff Act of 1890 (aka McKinley Tariff Act) which
required imported goods to be labelled to indicate the country of their origin. Known as the Truth in Labelling Law, it was
amended in 1914 to require all imports to say "Made in" in addition to including country of origin.

Hence, the Frog Game was box was amended with the additional information from 1914/15 onwards. Interestingly though the
Edwardian style of dress remained (Figure 5).

The next edition of the game was released in about 1920. The box lid retained name of Jiggle Joggle but the players attire
was that of the 1920’s. And the game was attributed to the “"Glevum” Series (Figure 6). Additionally, there were changes to
frog anatomy with webbed but rounded hands and feet (Figure 7).

The last time the game appeared in the Roberts Brothers Catalogue was 1939. With the declaration of war in in September
1939 the factory was commandeered for war work, hence game production ceased.

After the war the company struggled to regain momentum, and the directors sought an amenable takeover by rivals Chad
Valley in 1954. The factory closed in 1957(Figure 8).



N 8145 A.D. 1901

Date of Application, 14th Feb., 1901
Complete Specification Left, 18th Sept., 1901—Accepted, 13th Feb., 1902

PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION.
“Improvements in Games.?”’ ’

I, Cmanres Freperick Encraxp 12 Deans Walk Gloucester Shipowner’s
Agent, do hereby declare the nature of this invention to be as follows; — -

My invention relates to a new game of skill which can be played by one or
- more players.

FIGURE 1

Shipley Times and Express
Friday 27 October 1905

THE FROG GAME : A CORRECTION.

In the description of this game, published n
our column on April the 8th. we regret that,
owing to a misunderstanding, it was stated that
the game was mvented by a famous artist,
whereas we find that the game was patented in
1901, and 1s manufactured, under licence from
the patentee by Messrs Roberts Bros., of
Gloucester, by whom game 1s sold under the
name Jiggle-Joggle, and to whom we are
obliged for pointing out the error. Which gives
us great pleasure to correct:.—Ed.

FIGURE 2




Saturday 22 November 1902
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JOHN WALSH, LIMITED.

GRAND CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
NOW OFPEN.

CORMDIAL INVITATION EXTENDED TO ALL PARENTS TO BRING THETR OHILDREN TO VIEW THE GRAND
OCOLLECTION OF TOYS, GAMBS, ETC., NOW BEING SHOWN FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON.

DOLLS AND DOLLS' OUTFITS: A MORE EXTENSIVE STOCK THAN IN ANY PFPREVIOUS YEAR, INCLUDING
EVERYTHING NEEDED IN A DOLL'S WARDROBE OR HOUSEHOLD.

MECHANICAL AND SO TIO TOYS AND MODELS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, INCLUDING “THE CROUCH-
INC LION,” “THE PLUNCING PIKE, " “THE SANTOS DUMONT FLYING MACHINE,” AND OTHERS.

NOAH'S ARKS, SKIN AND WOOL ANIMALS, HORSES, CARTS, BENGINES, SOLDIERS, CANNON, DRUMS,
CLOCKWORK TRAINS, BICYCLES, TRICYCLES, ETC.

BAGATELLE, TABLE BILLIARDS, OHESS AND DRAUGHTS, JIGGLE JOOGLE OR THE RACE OF THE F'R(XB,
MAGNETIC D\.\(‘l’lﬁb THE NEW PHONOGRAPH, ETC, ETC., AND MANY Ul bt ARIICLES DULLADLE FUR

XMAS., NEW YEAR, AND COMPLIMENTARY GIFTS.

FIGURE 2A
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Frog anatomy for the first edition of the game was pointed webbed hands and feet. The box lid design gave no indication as to who made
the game (Roberts Brothers) and stated 'British Manufacture’. The players being dressed in an Edwardian Fashion.

FIGURE 4
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British Manufacture Made in England

Post 1914 Lid Design

FIGURE 5
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FIGURE 7
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SALES BY AUCTION

By ?kectioa of Roberts Bros. (Gloucester)
t

" ROBERTS' TOY FACTORY,
Glevum Works, ¥
GLOUCESTER. -

(Situate in Upton Street, close lo
Lower rton Street)

RUTON, KNOWLES & CO.

will Sell by Auction ON THE
PREMISES on THURSDAY and FRIDAY
NEXT. 2ist and 22nd March, at 12 noon
punctually each day,

THE WOODWORKING, TOY MAKING &
CARDBOARD BOX MAKING

MACHINERY.

Includi Combined Band Rg¢-Saw Dimen-
sion w Benches, Dowelling Machines.
Drills. Vickers 42in. Ro Cutting and
Scoring Machines, S. & S. x Wrapping
Machine, Cornering Machines, Corner

Staying Machines, Mono-Rails, Electric
Motors and Fans, wn Timber and Ofl-

cuts, OFFICE RNITURE and
Equipment. h
VIEW DAYS: To-morrow (Tuesday) and
Wednesday Next, 19th and 20th March,
from 9.30 am. to 4 pm. -
Catalogues (price 6d. each) may be had
g! the Auctioneers. Albion Chambers, King
t., Gloucester. Telephone 21267 (4 lines).

Birmingham Daily Post - Monday 18 March 1957

FIGURE 8



Part 2
J. W. Spear’s of Enfield

SPEAR'S GAMES )=




J. W. Spear and Sons was a manufacturer of board games during the 20th century. The company was founded by
Jacob Wolf Spier (1832-1893) in Flrth, near Nuremberg, Germany in 1879.

In 1932, the company moved to England and set up a factory at Green Street, Brimsdown, Enfield (Figures 9, 10
& 11). With the rise to power of the Nazis and the Spier family being Jewish, some members of the family moved
to Britain and anglicised their name to Spear.

Daily News (London) - Tuesday 10 May 1932 Daily News (London) - Saturday 20 August 1932
CARDBOARD Box Makers, experienced CARDBOARD Box Cutter (guillotine and
female bench hands required. Apply rotary): experienced man only wanted.
J. W. Spear & Sons Ltd.. Green-st. Brims- J. W. Spear & Sons Ltd.. Green-st. Brims-
down nr. Enfield, two minutes from L. N.E.R down (near Enfield) ; 2 mins from L. and
Station N.E.R Station

FIGURE SA FIGURE 9B
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FIGURE 11

J. W. Spear and Sons
Green Street, Enfield, Middlesex.
Telephone: HOWard 2641. (see explanatory note)

Cables: "Speargames, Enfield, Middlesex"



SPEAR’S FROG GAME

In late 1973 J W Spear & Sons Ltd of Enfield relaunched the Frog Race game as a household party game
consisting of four numbered frogs of different colours made of cardboard (Figure 12 & 13).

The game proved so popular that social clubs and fund raisers (Figures 14 A & B) adopted it and held
frog racing events. Due to the heavier usage they made plywood or mdf (medium density fibreboard)
versions of the frogs which were obviously more substantial. The cardboard and wooden versions being
identical in there operation.



SPEAR’S FROG GAME

The 1973 version of Spear’s Frog Race
Game retailed at 60 pence!

As shown in the advertisement from the
Sunday Mirror.

Sunday Mirror - Sunday 09 December 1973




Spears 1973 Game

FIGURE 12



Note

The anatomy of the Spears frog
was a cross between the 1901
original Roberts Brothers design
and their 1920 version, having
rounded webbed hands and
pointed feet.

FIGURE 13



Sleaford Standard - Friday 24 January 1975 East Grinstead Observer - Thursday 14 September 1978

RBY AND JOAN Clup Sale helps

‘members had their annual

B Fuesday siaring wi - the clock

am given andoerved
‘wtteuu. Games were A JUMBLE sale at St John |
ml rs J. the Evangelist Church, Cop- |
. Barvood thorne, raised £63 towards |
wlnncn were :—- race: - mending the church clock. |
I(I'Wﬂl? _Hat race w. About £200 is needed and
rs C. Han. Man’s with £136 already collected |
race: lrz Woodhead. Mrs from a barbeque in July, the |
Dowse and Mr Atkin. Each repairs are well on the way. |
member chose a present from Mrs Maisie Pallett, chair- |
a wide variety. The party man of the fund-raising |
ended with a concert given by committee, said a frog race-
Mrs Maclean and her Me and a barn dance were being |
Mascots from Lincoln. arranged to raise money for |

Atkinnveavotedtham ERRgCs | ey for |
Supper was given to the ;)(g)trll.;.[r(tmg, the church car
concert party r the show. '

FIGURE 14A FIGURE 14B



EXPLANATO RY NOTE (REGARDING HOWARD TELEPHONE EXCHANGE)

Between 1927 and 1966 the telephone numbering scheme for London (known as the
Director System) was that each telephone was a assigned seven-digit telephone number.

The first three digits being that of the letters of the local exchange name, where;

1 (unused), 2 ABC, 3 DEF, 4 GHI, 5 JKL, 6 MN, 7 PRS, 8 TUV, 9 WXY, 0 OQ.

The reason for O and Q being aligned to 0 was to eliminate the possibility of a person
misdialling as a result of misreading a number. Hence, the code for CROydon would be
270.

The last four digits being the number within that exchange.

Convention was that the first three letters would be in upper case and the remainder of the exchange name in lower case to
avoid confusion, for example, WEMbley 3456.

In 1937 the Telephone Exchange serving Ponders End area was opened. However, the standard sequence of using the first
three letters of the exchange name PONders End (706) would be the same as ROMford which already existed. Obviously,
they could not be the same. Unfortunately, there were suitable no local names or landmarks (e.g. TABard after the Tabard
Inn in Fleet Street, TATe Gallery, CLOcktower in East Ham).

Hence, Ponders End Telephone Exchange became HOWard based on an extremely tenuous link to John Howard (1726 -
1790) the renown prison reformer who might have been born in the Enfield area and that his father may have lived in the
area for a number of years.



When the three letters/four numbers scheme was replaced in 1966/7 Ponders End changed from 409 (HOWard) to
804 as the British Telecom Phone Book 1975 shows.

Spear J.W.& Sons Ltd, Mfrs of Games—
Bovril Ho,Southbury Rd, Enfield...........cccvvnvveinnns 01-366 0261
(Reqgd Off & Wks), Green St Enfield Highway....... 01-804 2641
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